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Overall Comments:

This page iS reServe (|
for. your counselors

who will be
reviewing and
arking your Work.

All Bible Marking Completed Project Completed

The following questions were not completed or need more work.

Please finish them, and return (o your counselor.
Let your teacher or counselor know if you need help.

Questiont " Comments: Completec
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who gives to all men generously, and without

reproaching, and it will be given him.” James 1.5
REMEMBER to start every study with a prayer to your Heavenly Father.

here's a few
HELPF UL HINTS:

use PENCIL 5
(that way you can erase your answers if you
make a mistake or want to change your answer later)

,(\ /\0
:"i L ol, eagi Emymm
(this workbook has a lot of ‘

information - youlll find a lot of ANSWERS by
reading the information in this workbook!)

READ, REREAD 2
& ask QU S

you are studying before you try to answer questions.
Ask your parents, or Uncles and Aunties in your ecclesia
if you have any questions, theyd LOVE to help you!)

<TUCK? use a star

the Wor

d of God!
4

Here's What You'l NEED to

Complete This Workbook.

® King James Version
Wide-Margin Bible.

o Strong's Concordance

® Dictionary

@ Bible Atlas or access to

online references

Here are some other resources
that are nice to have in your
study of the exiles.

@ Story of the Bible,
Volumes 4 & 5

@ Jerusalem in the Time

of Nehemiah by Leen and
IKathleen Ritmeyer

(If you really get stuck, put a STAR
next to the question and move on to the next question.
When you've completed the section, you can ago back and try again)
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~ Set Goa\s \/B ) | want to  this is how
this h t
y “7Fill in the chart to help you gatelz tel‘n\g :Ia)geo Tahr;):i Zac?nzs
@2 \s/etc e\| weekly goa\ for how muc\“: completed: on that date
ish,
4 & want to accomP !
you nee
A : oals with your
W Rewe\,gsy;u;hge beginning and end
‘:\“r::ch week and fill in your chart

ages you actually

those dates. s §
ey,

with how many P
did complete by

~ Plan Ahead! ~

You will be able to complete the

workbook with time to spare by
working on it just a bit each day.
(ﬁ) Don't wait till the
e last minute. Start Now!

If you rush, you may not get it done in time
and you definitely wont get as much out of it.

How many days from now till a week before
camp?

Divide that number by the number of pages
of work to do...

That is how many pages (at least!) you should
do a day!

(For example, if there are 60 days until
Q the week before camp, and there are

60 pages: 60 + 60 = 1. The minimum
@ you would need to do in order to - Q ,-/ P

complete your workbook one week O o, R
before camp is 1 page per day.) AN s

. ~ ;’A - - l. — i
,--"‘ /‘ L »’A\.\ W A \

L

’ y L =5
Y " 4 ol o s
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All Kid's Campers are required to complete a special
project about their studies before arriving at Camp.
It will be presented to your counselors and your group,
and then displayed in the Main Hall during the week.

Please choose one project from the list below.

It's a good idea to read through these instructions before you begin, so as
youre doing your stucdy you can be thinking of ideas for your project.

The wall is complete! Write an article for the Jerusalem News Website about
some of the people who worked on the wall, where they worked, and a bit about
the history of the people or families who did the work. Make the article interesting
by including pictures, diagrams, headlines, testimonials and anything else you can
think of. Article should be printed out on standard scroll-size paper at least one
cubit by one cubit less a span (17X11).

Write an ad for the Babylonian News Website inviting Jews to move to Israel.
Be sure to include verses that explain how their return to the land is prophesied
and why all Jews should be moving there. Dont forget to explain what has
happened in Jerusalem in the past, what is going to happen to Jerusalem in the
future - especially Jerusalem’s role in the kingdom of God. Make the invitation
compelling by including photos, headlines, testimonials and anything else you can
think of. Ad should be printed out on standard scroll-size paper at least one cubit
by one cubit less a span (17X11).

Write short biographies for Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, the three of
prophets who prophesied during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. Use a Bible
Dictionary to find any information about them that you can. Then focus on the main
messages of their prophesies. Describe how they inspired the people to build the
ecclesia and to rebuild the city of Jerusalem. Make sure you include at least 4
verses from their books with explanations.

Make a model of the wall of Jerusalem out of Clay, Wood, Lego, or etc.,with its
gates and other features labelled. Label places where different events from your
studies took place.
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Most of the questions in this workbook can be

answered by carefully reading the Bible
and the information in this workbook and

Don't

Read
This
First!

’—““

setting your mind to understand. Srar |

However, there are times when a bit more

effort is required, and extra research
will need to be done to find the answers.

Yet!

—-

——

Finishing this
workbook is
required fo
aftend Kid’s
Camp, but

HOW
MOCH
YOu
LEARN

from your study
oP
TO
YOUO!

————

’-—-‘

All throughout any studies you should
always take the time and effort to

mark your Bible.
You're required to put some information
in your Bible o complete this workbook,
but you are greatly encouraged to take

as many notfes as you can

in your Bible.
Our minds are funny things:
we forget things unless we're reminded of them, and
writing things in the margin of your Bible is a great start.

Af the beginning of
this workbook is a
CHARTS & MAPS
section.
These are pages that
you will be using
throughout your
study.
SKIP THEM FOR NOW,
turn to page 1, &

Let's Get Started!!

2017 Christadelphian Kids Camp California Intermediate Workbook

V



<
n x:s_%g\s_._ms SISYIWY H Sy |mﬂz_ e ,_ﬁl__ 093N |ﬂ||| I MILWYSd L HUMVHYIL — —
9eS

fyndeg Jayje yepnp [ | R » . e MLV SuvIA 0 — g
weaOr o) Syaudog [ - nivior ——s} vAKSOr '-‘A._..n..n aal uowuanos sy .z:u._uu/sm _____2___5_. ¢ TYHYOHIP 669 219 AMM

ave . a3lAoyLsia e
|3eds| 0) Syaydodg N SHONH3ADD 10K IHIC| b
; = | HVIWIHEN | b i RS THGYGONUIL TdWAL -
Suoijey 0oy sjayaod — = "L unw =
HEN 0 sjay __“ VHZ3 GRS Tanel— L EEENIeE - aiuns Il _____Enna _____________,_.n_______s____i THOWY <
(¥o0q ou) sjaudod HuI0v80 - =
ansy 0 sy [ =[LEE ] ———— R —-U L ®
b x===<_>_ IHSaY1 v
——— — Ty <
uepnp Jo soury s Svzzumsnan £ I
b IHIVTYN NOTAGVE i % HVZZINOVHONEIN HYSSY10408YN |4A|_ 3HIdW3 NVINOTABYS -
foeas| puncue suoney [ = = ablics. e
SNAINOSYN zdww_._u_mwz o)
o SIDVALSY ||1T‘ SIUVXVAD \k'_AII =
38 Sdeap (b6 oy 00 30V 130153 [ 0300 LLKSA " — - -
h9y 0es —
e SIXUIK ——>ie——SIJSVLSAH | SNIWVD \4|T‘ SNYAD ——>{={_VISH3d 40 SONIY | HIAININ 40 TIV mmmmefpls— NNHHSIHYHSNIS —dfe—oj——— TVdINVEHNHSY —sk————— ©
I I NOQOVHHYSI 2
09% Ok 08% 061 00S 01S 028 0€S 0%S 0SS 09% 0.8 085 065 009 019 029 0€9 0%9 059 099 09 089 E
T e e | ) ) ) e ) e s W ) ) () e ) ) e e e () 5

116 _£16

‘ ‘ , SR : R o o W
e Hunn == o _____N______.__q_s_“___n = 00 = o 000

B v BEE o SOWY all e
" VISOH e [ HUNOP [ e i e . I o o 111 o oo HHIIHS

81L 8€L OWL 1S. 252 €6L  86L nig 178 258 €8 (741 688 988 606 0I6

Iphian Kids Camp California Inte

ALIAILAY) 14D ;
mson  HYMAd | wewwnan || 1T WYOAOHAP TUHYOHIF e Wveor || MY YHSYYE || Wyodouar 2
NYIHASSY HSYOHAF INGIL g
17
HYIYNId— WNTIHNS- CHYIEYHAIZ HYIZYHY - [4WIZ- Y] b [T =
108 1w 068 016 S

SNOSVINVO 30 SONIN NIZId ——>f <—— |1 OVOVHN3E »le TaVZVH sl | QVOVHNIE se— NOWWIHBY L —sle————NOIZIH
A HISINVIVHS . L
99 S0L " s A sse el £8L - =
Se— BIHIHIVNNIS |444L.I'*f 1 ST TIAMLVTONL —sfe MVHIN s 1) NYGUIHSY o1l H3S3fe— 1l IHVHIN-OVOY —— _msqzl‘ 11l BISINVWTVHS I&T 1 E&_qus._._ﬁ (VIHASSY 40 SONIY] =

“NVWIVHS

02Z 06, Oh. 06, 09, O 08 018 028 098 0/8 088 068 016 026 086 _O%6
IIIIIIIIIII'IlIIIIIIIIIIII

NO9HYS
089 069 00 OlL

HYANr ANY 19v4dSI 40 S13Hd0Yd ANV SINIM dH1



r‘"”a"‘ of
Dagventon

'd FPasscver
'6-21 Unfermented Cakés
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14 Late Passover
iNu 9 18-13)

8 Fasival
of Wooks
Pertecost )

)

42

Early Figs

Fwst Grapes

1 Trumpel bias!

10 Day of Atonement
15.21 Faghval of Boaths or Ingather g
22 Solemn assambly
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Nehemiah's Nocturnal Trek
Nehemiah 2

Each box [J indicates a spot on Nehemiah’s nighttime inspection of the city..

Number each box in the order of the landmarks he saw, and draw a line
indicating the path he took.

TOWER OF MEAK
TOWER CF :
HANANEL  (THE HUNDRED)

/*-NOCH::D GATE
J\OWPHKAD (MUSTER)

(‘O FISH GAT GATE 3
SHAMBER OF THE 5
I

QOoLp GaTE e
(QPRISON GATE
WAL QEAST GATE |
(OEPHRAIM GATE B

(OHORSE GATE

=
£
D
2
il Il
=
<
>
~
[
m
<

BROAD

TOWER CF
THE OVENS

OFHEL TOWER

O WATER GATE

VAULEY

O
DOVALLF;Y GATE ‘F‘E;P
(KB Tete 2y}
N 3 [JOFOUNTAIN GATE
O O

VALLEY OF HINNOM

KEY

D Nebwernahr & Inepesetion
Brook of Kidron

(_j Gales of Jevwsalem
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The Wall is Built - Nehemiah 3

Using Nehemiah 3, beginning at verse 1, fill in each blank with the name of the people or
family that worked on each section of the wall. A few have been filled in for you already.

Men of Jericho

Eliashib and Priests

and

Jehoida and Meshullam

4

TOTION TOWER OF WEAH

/ Hananiah ans Hanun

FISH GATE  SHE 'M“'\
MIPHKAD
OLD GATE GATE X/

.

Hahaniah
AGT QATE Nethinim
EPARAIM GATE
Malchiiah ans Hashub
OPHZLTOWCER
and
WATER QATE Priests, men of the plain
TUNEN LS 1hE
KNCZ ot /
and his daughters o
riween /

ALHN
06 Ml
s |
HINE

FOUNTAIN GATE ‘\
ANSS
ALLEY QATE N Nehemiah son of Azbuk

e

e
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When God created the earth He had a

wonderful purpose in mind. He wanted the earth
to be full of men and women who were like Him.
People who loved Him. People who loved His word.
People who followed His ways. The Bible tells us
that people who act like God in this way are

manifesting Him and glorifying Him.

in Ie .
beginning...

God's purpose is so important to Him that it is

a part of His name. His name is 'Yahweh' which manifest

|'mans fest| verb

means, "He who will be.” A more complete display or show (a quality or

. . . . feeling) by one's acts or
meaning of His name is, He who will be appearanse. demonsirat:
revealed tO the World in a group Of people. exanz‘g:/manifestedsigns of sleepiness”

YAHWEH Can you imagine what

it will be like when everyone on
the Name of our God. thi fosting God? Wh i< livi
Yahweh is not only His name, earth is manifesting God* en everyone is living

but it’s His whole purpose. up to HiS name? | think we would all like to be a
“He W?hmoea{’l‘s”ill Be” part of God's kingdom to come.

The better we understand His name, the
better we understand his purpose with us. 1. What does Yahweh mean?

Yahweh:
He Who Will B led t . ..
“he world in;gﬁfﬁ,if ® | Since the beginning God has been working to
people. provide people to be a part of the kingdom: He

sent his angels to create the
world and he gave them power to control it. He gave
the world His word and His laws. He sent prophets,
priests, judges, kings, apostles and even His son to
help with that work. As an introduction to our
studies lets take a trip through history to see

the challenges that God has faced filling the earth
with people that love Him, His word and follow His ways.

2.  What was God'’s purpose for creating the earth, and what are some things He has done to
accomplish this?




In Noah's time there were many many people on the earth, some
even think that there were millions and millions, but most of those
people did not love God nor kept His

commandments. Only eight people were
righteous, so God caused a flood to destroy
the wicked and to save the righteous.

3.What does it mean to be righteous?

by what we

DO & SAY,
that As the years passed, people started to think and act like they were right,
oD and not that God was right, so God did an amazing thing: He mixed up their

languages and spread them out over the earth to separate them so those

N who were still trying to be righteous have a chance.

4 Why did God mix up everyone’s languages?

Of course, because people are people, and people naturally want
to make themselves happy, there were soon only a few righteous
. people on earth. God, once again, decided to do what He could to
help. He told a man named Abram to leave the
prosperous city of Ur where he lived as a very wealthy
man, and separate himself and his family from the people who lived near
him. Just as God doesnt want us to mingle with those around us, God
didnt want Abram having anything to do with the people he lived and
worked with. God promised him that if left everything behind, his
descendants would live forever (that's a long time!) in a land God would
bring him to. And Abram did.

; 5. Why did God want Abraham to move away from
+. his nice home?

A few years later, Abraham's family was associating with those
who werent trying with all of their heart to follow God. Once again, God did what He
could to make His people realize that they needed to be separate

from those around them. This time, God brought a famine on the E —é
whole world just to help His people. Because of this famine, gﬁ e /:
Abraham’s grandson Jacob moved his entire family into the land of / 7 g A5
Egypt where they lived for many years, had families, and because they
were blessed by God, that one family of 12 sons soon grew to be millions of people.

6. What did God do to the earth so that his people would be made separate from other
unrighteous people?
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Here in this land of Egypt, because they were treated so
poorly, and made slaves by the Egyptians, they couldnt mingle
with the people and became like them. And because they were
working together they became united as a nation, and God
miraculously brought them out of Egypt, and into the land just as Hed promised Abraham
many, many, many years before.

7. What was the result of God’s people being put into slavery in Egypt?

We know the story: God brought His people out of Egypt, through the Red Sea,
and even though they rebelled, He watched over them in the wilderness for 40 years!
~ Once they got to the land God had promised to them, and had
-y, ‘m%h: = the faith to conquer the people there, they finally lived in the land
’u"& P -_“"%% God had promised years and years earlier to their great-great-
’-‘ (many greats) grandfather, Abraham. Over the years, however, even
% though God had provided them help by giving them prophets and
' judges to teach them, they didnt want to be different. They wanted
to be like the people around them, so they asked one of those judges, Samuel, to help

them get a king like all of the other countries had. They chose Saul.

8. Once God’s people were in the land promised to Abraham, were they content? What did
they want, and why?

After Saul, God gave them David to be their king, and then the wise king Solomon,
but even with that, people werent content. Again, they wanted to do things differently
than how God had told them. They did what they wanted, and not what God wanted.
God's nation of Israel split into two nations, following two different kings. Ten of the
tribes in the north became known as Israel, while the two tribes in the south became the
nation of Judah. God sent many teachers and prophets to the people to try to get them
to see that what they were doing was wrong. We read over and
over again the pleading God did with his people when He sent
Elijah to them with His word. Then He sent them more help with
Elisha. He sent Amos, Hosea, and even the prophet Jonah, but |
people dont want to hear that they're doing badly, so once again,
God needed to do something to turn His people back to Him.

9. Why did God send so many prophets to His people in the land of Israel?
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' God's patience when working with his people is remarkable.
" This time, he sent the Assyrian army to take the ten tribes of
Israel captive, hoping that may cause the people to wake up and
follow their God. The children of Israel were killed, imprisoned,
tortured, and made slaves of this wicked and horrifying nation. God
left the two tribes of Judah in the land in the hopes they would
repent and turn back to Him and be His people.

10. Why did God send the wicked Assyrian army to destroy and imprison His people?

11. Why didn’t God allow the Assyrian army to take the two tribes of Judah captive too?

But even after God had allowed the ten tribes of Israel to be taken as
slaves and captives, He sent teachers and prophets to the people left in
Judah. God tried to warn them that if they didnt do all that they could to
turn back to correctly worshipping Yahweh, that they, too, would be
dragged from their homes and forced to be slaves of a wicked nation
just as Israel had. He sent them many, many, many warnings. Many of
the prophets we read of in the Old Testament were sent in these
years to try to warn them to turn back to Yahweh's ways
but they were mostly unsuccessful, and God sent the mighty Babylonian army

12. What did God do to try to get his people to turn back to him, and then why
did he finally send the Babylonian army to take Judah captive?

Now there were none of God's people left in Israel.
The NORTHERN 10 tribes had been (ESIIOYE( and taken into
CAPUVILY by the AssYRIans, and the SOUTHERN 2 tribes had been

destroyed and taken into CapliVily by the BaBYLONIaNS.

Let's look and see how t(hat happened!!
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Turn to the CHARTS & MAPS section in the front of your
workbook. The chart of the timeline of The Kings and Prophets of
Israel and Judah on page A is going to be very valuable in your

studies. Maybe you've seen this chart before. Take a couple of minutes
to look at this chart and try to understand what it tells you.

We'll be referring to this timeline quite a bit during our studies as a way to keep track of
where we're at. Look at the timeline to answer the following questions.

13. At the beginning of this timeline is King Solomon, in blue. He was the last king who

reigned over the WHOLE nation of Israel. After that, the kingdom of Israel split into two. In
about what year, BC, was the kingdom split, according to this chart?

14. Solomon’s son became king of only the 2 tribes in the south (shown in green), which was
called the “kingdom of Judah.” This king’s name was

15. Solomon’s servant took over as king of 10 rflsés in the north (shown in yellow), which
was called the “kingdom of lerael.” This king’s name was

16. Who was the last king of the northern kingdom of Israel, right before the Assyrians took
them captive? In about what year did this happen?

17. Who was the last king of Judah, right before the Temple was destroyed?

In about what year did this happen?

Year 1 It wasn't until years after Christ was born that

¢ BC 1T, AP, S people started keeping records of years like we do.
- 4+ Y s L
o e e e o We count years forward & backward from Christ

It's been 2,017 years since Christ so we are in the year 2017 AD

‘ADD. stands for the Latin words “Anno Domini” It means “the year of our Lord." |

But the years count backwards from Christ, and we use the term “B.C.” which means
“Before Christ”. So, ten years before Christ was born would be 10 BC.
The earth was created about 4,000 years
before Christ, so we say it was created = a bit more info...

4000BC. Watch for this! It gets kind Today, because there are people

of confusing when you're counting years. who are offended by those who
If Nebuchadnezzar took Daniel captive in believe in Christ, many people |
606BC, and he had his dreams of the great ~ refuse to use Christ as a starting
image 2 years later, he would have had his point for dating anything.
dreams in 604BC. (NOT 608) You may ‘r‘lear C,),f pepple referring to
TRchY' “BC as “BCE” which stanq,s for
KEEP IN MIND... : ‘ Before the Common Era” and
These dates are just approximate. We don't know instead of AD they use “CE” which

many of the dates exactly; not even exactly how “ »
many years ago Christ was born. So if you hear of means “Common Era.
dates that are a few years off, don't worry abodut it. l




THE KINGS AND PROPHETS OF ISRAEL AND JUF’

Lets look at the Bible

i
o 60 580
and work out what

RUN — === FALL OF NINEVEH
g 606

happened during the last

CYAXARES ——pl¢—————As

years of the kingdom of

L - o
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where our story really

......

begins. We read about
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.. this period of time in
_ﬁiﬂ _EJI) 0 jp— 570 560 550 0 [t

many parts of the
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{3 TE Bible. This period of
o 1wuunmu= e mlllll| '
ﬁm.a - j HIAH g DEST] time is recorded in
L — i 586 . . .
wmssa | % ") “M JEHOICHN - YE:;I:LA Kings, in Chronicles, and

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

ssssss in many of the books
= q ]
o written about the prophets
that God sent for the people.

The chart above can be found in the back of this workbook on appendix page ‘a’., Take a
look at what all was happening in Judah, during the reign of king Jehoiakim. At that time,
there were four young men named Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who were
living in Judah, doing their best to follow God while the nation was being ruled over by king
Jehoiakim who was NOT trying his best to serve Yahweh. Read Daniel 1:1-8. What
happened to them when Jehoiakim had been king for three years?

In 2 Kings 24:1,11-17 we read that king Jehoiakim became a slave of Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon. In verse 6 we learn that his son Jehoiachin became king. What happened
to Jehoiachin, the treasures of Solomon’s temple, and almost everyone in the land? (vv.
11-17)

The book of Esther also takes place during this time. Look in Esther 2:5-6 to find out the
name of one of the men taken as a captive by Nebuchadnezzar with Jehoiachin (also
known as Jeconiah).

In Ezek 1:1-3 we also see that the prophet Ezekiel also lived during this time. How many
years after King Jehoiachin was taken captive did Ezekiel get his first vision from Yahweh?

Turn to 2 Kings 25. Once again, we see God was still trying to teach his people to follow
Him. However, God realized that more needed to be done. His people needed to be taught
a lesson. What happened nine years after Zedekiah became king? (v.1)

This means that no-one could go out, or come into the city of Jerusalem. They were
captives in their own city. Unfortunately, this meant there wasn’t enough food in the city for
the people to live for very long - their food was grown outside of the city walls. How long
did Nebuchadnezzar stay camped outside of the walls of Jerusalem? (compare v.1 & v.2)




The Burning of Jerusalem

“

24. Explain what king Nebuchadnezzar did to
Zedekiah and his family in v7.

25. This is the end of the kingdom of Judah. Explain what happened in the following verses
from 2 Kings 25. )
v.9 - b

v.10-

v.11-

vi2-

vv13-17 lists many many very valuable things that Solomon had made for Yahweh’s
temple out of gold, silver, and brass. What did Nebuchadnezzar do with all of these?

vv18-21 -What did he do with the priests, and the scribes and
officers left in the land?

26.What is the end result of all of this destruction? (copy out the
last sentence of v21)

This was a terrible
time for the people

exile |'eg zil'ek sil|

of God. houn
They were exiled the state of being barred from one's native country, typically
fl' om th eir l an d, but for political or punitive reasons: he knew now that he would
die in exile.
God had a plan. * a person who lives away from their native country, either

from choice or compulsion: the return of political exiles.
* (the Exile) another term for Babylonian Captivity.
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The Jews lived as

S People captinas in Babylon for a rL"l\‘f\ & K

long time. On the

In EXI e timeline on the Kings &

Prophets chart we can
see that there were many

years. Although they werent allowed to live in - "‘ -
the land God had promised to them, there were Wel & originally

still some people who tried their best to follow ohe book of the Bible,

God, and God allowed them to prosper. but were divided in the
3rd century AD.

These two books record the time
from the fall of Babylon in
539 BC to the second half of the
Ath century BC.,

We read of the
stories of Esther,
Shadrach, Meshach,
Abednego, Daniel, and
Ezekiel who all lived in
Babylon at this time
and prospered even

take a look at your

though they werent free to live in their own 7™, nlalil” chart to see when this all
country. They worshipped Yahweh and He made e rhanduer
them important people in the land they were ] =umF|"|m"

captive in. They had the writings of the
prophets God (their Bibles!), and those who
studied God's word and searched these

prophecies realized they would be in the land of They tell of the successive

captivity for a long time. Daniel was one of the G -
men who studied the prophecies and hiISStSlOnS to%e ! EISEbilng,? |
understood them. Daniel read the book of the B! led by crubbabel,

Jeremiah, just like we do! Read Daniel 9:2 to the 2nd by Ezra,
find out what Daniel understood when he read the 3"@)' N eh—eml ah,

Jeremiah 25:12, and 29:10. .
and their efforts to restore the
27. How long had the prophet Jeremiah said the worship of the God of |srael & to
nation would be in captivity in Babylon? create a puriﬁed JBWiSh community.

Its FASCINATING the way our God works.
Turn to Daniel 5, and read the chapter if you're not familiar with the story.

28. After King Nebuchadnezzar died, and his grandson Belshazzar became king, what
happened to Daniel? Dan. 5:29

29. The very night after Belshazzar did this, what happened to the powerful Babylonian
Empire?

30. Who took over the Babylonian Empire after this? (hint he wasn’t Babylonian!)
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Just like that, the powerful Babylonian Empire had been suddenly
taken over by the Persian king, King Cyrus, who was a co-ruler

with King Darius the Mede. Together these two nations, the o enison = woouns

.~ NEBUCHADNEZZAR

Medes and the Persians, had taken over many lands. This time \ I ]m sasmazif

in history was full of violent ups and downs. Kings warring
against kings, nations against nations, all = TR oo TENLE
trying to take over the world. ’ '
Take a look at this portion of the
chart, see how many kings are in red?
Those are all of the warring kings of
foreign nations destroying each other for power!

LABSHI MARDUK

AN DESTROYED

HIGH
GEDELIAH AS GOVERNOR |PRIESTS

53

31.Explain what king Darius the Mede did in Dan 6:1-3.

God’s plan was at
work. Cyrus the Great

overthrew the great
Babylonian Empire

JUST AS PROPHESIED.

32. In Daniel 6 we read the story of the men in the
kingdom who didn’t want Daniel to have this
authority and who tried to get him killed by
having him thrown in the den of lions. We know
this didn’t work. God saved him. Darius took him
out of the pit of lions, and even made a decree
declaring Daniel’s God to be the one true God.
What does Dan 6:28 tell us about Daniel?

After a couple of years however,
King Darius the Mede died,

and King Cyrus, the Persian king, reigned alone.

of honor meanmg 1
"Holder of the Scepter.” In other
words Darius the Mede was
"The Scepter Holder (King) of the
Medes’ He was a co-ruler with the -
Persian king, Cyrus the Great.

“&1he beginning of Daniel is (he only i
we read of Darius the: Me g
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Cyrus was Yahweh's instrument, freeing His people from captivity

Cyrus the Great created the largest empire the workl had yet seen
KKing Cyrus of Persia in 5383c decided to change the way he ruled.

| He allowed the conquered people to return to their lands to ‘self-rule” under his
authority. The rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem (in Ezra) known as the
Second Temple, began in 5205c and was completed in 5l6sc.

Daniel read and studied his Bible. In the book of Isaiah, written over 200 years before Daniel
lived, Isaiah had prophesied that the nation of Israel would be taken captive by a powerful
nation and the temple would be destroyed. This had happened in Daniel's lifetime!
33.How would seeing that happen help strengthen Daniel’s faith?

ZAR
EVIL

- E=| But that wasn't the end of Isaiah’s prophecy. Daniel would have also learned
from the book of Isaiah that there one of these kings who ruled over the
captives would help the people rebuild Israell This prophecy even NAMES

the king, years before he was born!

34.Look at Isaiah 44:28 and summarize what was prophesied about this.
(REMEMBER""! This verse was written 200 years before there was even a

Persian Empire!!)

TEMPLE
DESTROYED

. HIGH | 53
ELIAH AS Gnvsnm&-l
1S

Imagine Daniel's excitement when he first heard the Persian king's name.
Imagine what he would have told Cyrus! We can imagine that Daniel probably
had something to do with King Cyrus's feelings about the Jewish people.

the CYRUS CYLINDER

. Ihis ancient cylinder was Lound in the ruins of Babylon.
On it says, | am Cgrus, Ling 0{ the world, great king, power][ul l(ing,

l(ing O{ Bal)glon, l(illg O! Sumer an(l Al(l(acl,

ing o the {our quarters 0][ the ear’cu,...”

He also describes some of the deeds he performed after
his conquest: he boasts of how he restored peace o Babylon
and other cities, freeing their inhabitants from their yoke, and
he repaired the ruined temples in the cities he conquered.
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God's people were all living in captivity. God's land was in ruins.
But God now wanted His people to return to the land Hed
promised to Abraham. We can see how hed already been

- working in the world to make things

happen. There were people who were
ready to go back to the land and try to
serve Yahweh again. God caused a king, named Cyrus,
to have sympathy for His people, and Cyrus passed an
edict, or a law, that allowed the Israelites to return to Israel.
We can read about Cyrus’ edict in

history books, but we also can read
" about it in Ezra 1. '--L—-—-————--
35. Summarize in your own words edict |&dikt
what king Cyrus the Great, of the Empire of Persia did in an official orZ:ru:r
the following verses from Ezra 1. proclamation
v.1- issued by a person
in authoritv.
e ——

v. 2
v.3 ~and put it also in writing.
~ There is not one thing
‘mentioned in the Bible that
isn't important. Why does -
v. 4 i At

~ he put it in writing?
k We Il learn that later on

That was amazing! ——
This wicked powerful king actually wrote an official edict allowing God's
people to return to their land and rebuild their temple and their city!
We see our God at work once again.

36. Look at Ezra 1:7-8 - Not only did King Cyrus let them go back to rebuild Yahweh’s temple.

What else did he give the people to help the building of the temple, and where did these
things come from?
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37. Ezra 1:11 -Who was put in charge of taking these things
to Jerusalem?

—~e.

¥ This promise of the rebuilding of the temple in
¥ Jerusalem after 70 years must have been a wonderful
(. (3 thing for those who were followers of God. Finally they
L | were to go to the promised land again! Finally they were
,-‘ \ (s -:.." free to worship Yahweh again! Finally they could rebuild
Cyrus gave the vessels of silver & the great temple their great king Solomon had built!
gold that Nebuchadnezzar bad Psalm 126 tells about this time. Answer the following

taken from the house of Yabweh questions by reading Psalm 126
to Sheshbazzar

38.- When Yahweh turned the captivity of Zion (another way
of saying Yahweh reversed their captivity, or let them go free) what did the people say they
were like, and what does that mean?

Who was Sheshbazzar?

We only read the name four times in
the Bible, and only in Ezra 18&5.

It seems likely that Sheshbazzar and
Zerubbabel are different names for
the same person. Another idea is
that Sheshbazzar was the uncle or

39.-How does verse 2 describe the feelings of
these people?

great-uncle of Zerubbabel (because of
similar names in the f;enealogy recorded in

1 Chronicles 3:17-19.)
Whatever the true explanation,
attention quickly become focussed on
Zerubbabel and the record of the
happenings in Jerusalem begin with
him in control.

THe ReTurn oF THe EXxiLes

The return of the Jews from Babylon (Persia) to Jerusalem (Israel) didn’t happen all at once.
There were three groups, led by different people, that made this journey.
We can read about the first two journeys in EZRa and the last one in NeHemIaH.

Ezra 1-6 Ezra 7-10 NenemiaH
have nothing to do with are about records a large group of exiles
Ezra himself, Ezra returning to Jerusalem with

but record a large group of leading a group of the exiles Nehemiah

exiled Jews returning to to Jerusalem to

Jerusalem with to rebuild the walls
Zerubbabel & Jeshua strengthen the ecclesia &
to there. strengthen the ecclesia

rebuild Yahweh'’s temple. in Israel.
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Think about what this aC[Ua“y MEANL. What if this was you? Your family had come

 from Jerusalem as captives 70 years ago. How old
were you when you came? Oh. Wait. You werent
even born. How old were your parents when they

S8 came to Babylon? Nope. They were born in Babylon
S too. Your grandparents? Chances are, it was your
great-grandparents, or great-great-grandparents

. who were taken from Jerusalem. They would be
super excited to return! But would you? (Do you
even KNOW where your great-great grandparents
lived 70 years ago?) You have a nice life in Babylon, where you were born and raised, why ruin
it? You've never even been to Jerusalem! Its a broken down ancient city! Why would you want
to live there? But this was about more than just a good place to live. This was where God
had chosen for His people to live. And those that understood that were willing to do
anything to do what God wanted them to do.

40. Ask your parents where their grandparents lived 70 years ago and write their answer..

41. Imagine what it will be like when Christ returns. There are many prophecies that tell us that
he is going to return soon. Find at least 2 prophecies that indicate that the return of Christ
is going to happen soon. (You may need to get help from someone on this question.)

We arent told anything about their journey to Jerusalem
from Babylon, but it couldnt have been easy. The walking
distance from Babylon to Jerusalem was almost 1,000 miles!

The Exiles
Return

|

42. How many days would it take to walk that far?

43. How far is it from Seattle to Los Angeles?

People who really understood how important Jerusalem had been in the past and how
important it would be_in the future were eager to move back.
Next to the references below write what is said of Jerusalem or what happened there

that makes it important:
~Gen. 14:17-18

~ Gen. 22:1-2
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~ Deut. 12:5

~18am. 17:54

~ 1 Chron. 16:1

~lsa. 2:1-3

44. Ezra 1:64-69 How many of each of the following went to Jerusalem?

The whole congregation of Jews = Camels =

Servants = Asses =

Singers = Gold = drams (coin pieces)
Horses = Silver = pounds

Mules = Priest’s garments =

45. What does the word Nethinim mean? (concordance).

46. Mark your answer in your Bible next to theses verses, and put a check mark in the box
when you’re done.

[ 1Ezra2:70 and [_]Nehemiah. 3:26

The Nethinim were temple servants who can be traced back to the Gibeonites of Joshua's
time. The Gibeonites were the ones who tricked the Israelites into making peace with
them by saying that they were from a far country. Later they were given by David to the
Levites to serve them in the work of the temple. They were not Israelites but are

counted among those who were followers of God.
47. What jobs were the Gibeonites given in Josh 9:277?

48.Ezra 3:1-2 Once they were in the land, and settled, what
did they decide to rebuild first?

49.Why do you think they made that choice?

50. There were two men who gathered the people together in Jerusalem to begin the work.
Who were these two men?
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51. What does the margin of your Bible suggest for Jeshua?

/erubbabel

52. What does name Jeshua mean?

53. What is the Greek form of that name?

54. Mark your answer in your Bible next to the name
“Jeshua”. []

55. According to Haggai 1:1 who was Jeshua (Joshua)?

56. Fill in the blanks of the following verses to find out who these men were.
Who was Zerubbabel? Matthew 1 gives us Christ’s genealogy. It begins with Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, and on and on through son after son after son after son. In verses 11-12 we
read something interesting to our study (note that Matthew is written in Greek, so the

names are spelled differently) ~ “ANd JOSIAS begat Jechonas and Wis oretiren,
aoout the fimne ﬂ’\@({) weve covyied &W(/Uﬂ 10 %&b(ﬂwﬂi ond
ﬂ/\@({) Wwere bYOU@V\T 0 , Jechonios b@@&f Sodatihiel; and
b@@&f 7

57. Do you recognize those names? Who was an important person in that list named in verse 6
who would have been Zorobabel’s (Zerubbabel’s) great-great-(many greats) grandfather?

58. Look in Matt1:16. Who was Zerubbabel’s great-great-(many greats) grandson?

59. This means that if the children of Israel hadn’t been taken captive into Babylon 70 years
earlier, who would have been the high priest in Judah during this time?

60. This means that if the children of Israel hadn’t been taken captive into Babylon 70 years
earlier, who would have been king of Judah during this time?

g&_ AR .61.Under the direction of Zerubbabel and Joshua construction was

I V- ’\7’ started. The people began to rebuild the great temple that Solomon had
— Pl built, which had been destroyed over 50 years before. What did the

people do once the foundation of the temple was started? Ezra 3:11

‘ 62.Some of the people shouted for joy, but others wept. Explain who
wept and why they wept. Ezra 3:12
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66. These would be helpers are sometimes called Samaritans. They

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

63. When the people living in the area heard that the temple was being
rebuilt they came to Zerubbabel. What did they ask to do? (Ezra 4:2)

64. Ezra 4:3 What was Zerubbabel’s answer?

65. At first this answer seems strange. Building the temple was a
huge project that was going to take a lot of work. What word in verse
one shows us that these people were not really really interested in
helping?

were people that had been resettled in the area from many different
countries. Look at 2 Kings 17:24-25 and explain where these
people came from.

the Samaritans
wanted to help the people
build a temple.

What reason did Zerubbabel give for saying no to them in verse 37?

What did these Samaritans do in vv. 4&5 that shows that Zerubbabel had made the right
choice?

There is an important lesson for us in these verses. We will run into people in the work of
the truth that are not really interested in building God’s house even though they say that
they are. How are we building the temple of God today? (hint 2 Cor. 6:14-17)

In 2 Cor. 2:14 Paul talks about being unequally yoked to unbelievers. How might that apply
to the Zerubbabel’s decision?

Give at least one example of a problem you could have if you are trying to work with
someone who doesn’t believe in God or want to obey His rules.

Their refusal to allow the Samaritans to join with them in such work was based on religious
grounds. They were not opposed to strangers helping them, (see Ezra 3:7) but they refused to
identify themselves with the false worship of the Samaritans. If the Samaritans really wanted

to help, let them first embrace the true worship of Yahweh in its entirety.
This was the attitude of the Jewish leaders,

and it is the attitude that faithful worshippers of God have always adopted.
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72. God wanted the Jews to return to the land. He was completely in control of the nations and He
had caused great things to happen so that their return would come about - He even made sure
that King Cyrus was in control of the Persian Empire to allow them to . -
return. He could have made it so that the people in the r
land said, "Welcome! We're glad you're back in your land.

If you need anything, or if we can help you in any way,
please let us know!” But thats not what God did.

Why didn’t God make it easy for the people who returned to
the land? (Hint: James 1:2-4)

j MEANWHILE in Babylon interesting things were afoot.... '

* IKing Cyrus, who had been so helpful to the Jewish people, died
The Persian empire went through a period of revolution and overthrowing.
Cyrus's son CambysSes (caled by his title, *“AHASUERUS' in Ezra 46) became King.

When Cambyses died, a man named_Guamata pretended
to be Cambyses'’s brother! and took over the Persian Empire.

In history books this man is known by the name ’seudo-Smerdiis,
or “False-Smerdis” because he was a fake, he wash't even the king's son! (pseudo means fake)

In the book of Ezra he is known as ARTAXER XES.
Pseudo-Smerdis (ARTAXERXES) was constantly afraid of someone else taKing’

over the kingship, so when he received a letter from the Samaritans,
he knew he didn't want any troubles, so he commanded that all of
the work being done in Jerusalem stop immediately.

", LR L
,’vib"

73. What did these Samaritans decide to do to try to get the Jews to stop building? (vv 6-16)

74. The Samaritan’s letter is recorded for us in Ezra 4:11-16. Explain the points they make in
the following verses to try to get Artaxerxes on their side: (reading these verses from other
versions may be helpful)

v.12 -

v.13 -

v.14 -

v.15 -
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75. What was the king’s response to the letter that the Samaritans had sent? (v21-22)

76. Why would Artaxerxes (thought to be Pseudo-Smerdis) have been so ready to stop these
Jews from building up their city?

77. The foundations of the temple had been started in Ezra 3:10, But when the Samaritans
wrote this letter to King Artaxerxes the work completely stopped. The temple wasn't
finished until much later (after this king died!) When did the work begin again?(Ezra 4:24)

: Y
who _m this ‘%%)6% more!

. ' W ®
wi Y%
.

You will remember that Gaumata, also called Pseudo-Smerdis, took over the
Persian Empire by pretending to be a member of the rdling family.

He pretended to be one of the sons of Cyrus the Great,
and just took over the throne.

A man named [Darius Hystaspes knew Gaumata wasn't
the real king, overthrew him and took over the throne of
the Persian Empire.

As king, Darius e xpanded the empire to the Iargest
it ever was, and become known as “Darius the Great”

This is the Darius we read of in Ezra & Nehemiah.
Haggai and Zachariah also mention this Darius,

and most historians believe this may be the king Esther married!  Gaumata Under Darius’s Boot
This rock relief sculpture,

L — — authored by Darius I the Great, can

still be seen in Persia (Iran) today!

78. Work on the temple had stopped because the people were
afraid of the letter from Artaxerxes (Pseudo-Smerdis) but God wanted the temple to be
built! He sent two of his prophets to encourage the people to get back to work. Who did
God send? (Ezra 5:1)

T
50 50 520 510 500
sssssssss

- @D Note the line of Persian Kings in your chart.

ssssssssss

i
P Bgismz‘;ﬁd- FALL OF am;vmu = MALACH

539 §
MMMMMM =R ]
e =

TEMPLE 5o TEMPLE 52 516
nnnnnnnnnnnnn TEMPLE FINISHED EZRA

You will notice that Pseudo-Smerdis isn’t in the line of Persian kings.

Because he wasn’t even in the true line of Persian Kings,
(‘pseudo’ means false or pretend) he’s often not even listed.
Plus, he reigned for such a short time, there really isn’t much room for him on this chart!
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REBUILDING

e

We can read the records of what the
prophets told the people in our
Bibles.
let’s look a bit at what God told His
prophets 1o say (o the people.

God helps His
DGOD|€ [hI’OUQh the
work of

79. Look at Haggai 1:1. When did Haggai write his prophecy, and who did he
write the prophecy to?

80. In Haggai 1:4, the word “cieled’means “covered” or “paneled.” In other words, “richly
decorated”. Mark that in your Bible. ] Then rewrite verse 4 in your own words.

81. What did Haggai tell them to do? Haggai 1:7&87?

82. There was a lot of opposition to building Yahweh’s house because the people had become
more interested in their own lives and they spent their time on their own interests. This can
be a problem for our ecclesias today if we do not put our first efforts into the building of
Yahweh'’s house. List five things we can do to build God’s house today.

83. What was Haggai’s message from Yahweh to the people?
Fill in the blanks from Haggai 2:4,

“Yet now , 0 , saith Yahweh;
And , 0 , son of
Josedech,
the high priest; And ,all ye
saith
Yahweh, and For

saith Yahweh of hosts”
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- God helps His
people through the
work of

84.Look at Zechariah 1:1 When does Zechariah receive his prophecy
from Yahweh?

85.Look in the following verses in Zechariah’s prophecy and summarize
in your own words what he told the people.

Zech 1: 2-3 -

Zech 1:16 -

Zech 4:9 -

86. Turn back to Ezra 5. Because of the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah, what did the
people do?

87. Once again however, men came to try to get them to stop building. In Ezra 5:3 we read of
two men who tried to get them to stop. What were their names?

88. What do you think it means in verse 5 when it says that the eye of their God was upon the
elders of the Jews?

89. What was the response that the Jews gave when they were asked who had commanded
them to build Yahweh’s house?

90. In your own words explain the letter written by Tatnai, Shetharboznai and their companions
to Darius in Ezra 5:7-167

91. The letter ends in Ezra 5:17 with a request. What did they ask King Darius to do?

¥ 92.What extra step with his decree had Cyrus taken in Ezra 1:1 that turned
@ our to be very important?

' 93.What happened when Darius looked for the decree in Ezra 6:1-2?
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94. What did the decree say about the building of the house of God at Jerusalem in Ezra 6:3?

95. After finding the decree of Cyrus, what did Dairus reply to the letter from Tatnai,
Shetharboznai and their companions? Explain what he said to do in the following verses:

~Ezra 6:6-7 -

~Ezra 6:8 -

~Ezra 6:9-10 -

96. In Ezra 6:11, what does Darius say will happen to anyone who doesn’t help the Jews
build?

97. In what year of King Darius’s reign was the temple finally
completed? Ez 6:15

98. What feast were the children of Israel finally able to keep in
the land once this was done? (Ezra 6:16-19)

This temple that was built under the
leadership of Zerubbabel £ Jeshua
was later renovated by Herod the Great.

This temple iS often called
The Second Temple of JeruSalem,
or HerodS temple.

These are modelS of what thiS temple
looked like during the days of Herod.

It remained in existence in Jerusalem
until it was destroyed by
Titus and the Romans in 70 AD.
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Ezra 7 begins with . “The book of Ezra The Zerubbabel

“ " is divided betwlc;in bthle IS)UI.)lill:ViSe(} the
H Zerubbabe uilding of the
Now after these things... S s material tample and
. . terpart of the zra looked to th
This begins a separate g auncorporiof wellbeing of the
section of the book of Ezra, The restoration spiritual temple.
under Zerubbabel Both men did a
: s’/ and takes place years after was followed by the  wonderful service
- . .\ reformation under Jor God and their
Vi { the things that happened Ezra. brethren.”
21 O _“&1
e Bt at the end of Ezra 6. Story of the Bible Vol 4, p.348

99. During whose reign did Ezra 7 take place?

[P AP P N B P S P TP PR e

Although it's not important For us to know (i it was, it'd be included in the Bible!)
it's interesting to think about:  WHO WAS THIS “ARIAXER XES"?
Along with Darius & Ahasuerus, Artaxerxes was a title used by several Kings.

They are not the hames of individual monarchs ﬂ
. Often the Kings of Persia used more than one such title. '

[ AHASUERUS means, “The Mighty” and s a title used by at least four different Median and Persian Kings.

b ARTAXERXES means “Great King” and is equivalent to the more modern title of “Shah” used in Persia (Iran ).
, DARIUS means “The Restrainer”, “Scepter Holder,” or “Maintainer” and signifies a King or Ruler.
| These are all titles, such as President, Prime Minister, King, or Pharaoh.

For this, and many other reasons, it is not known for certain who this “Artaxerxes” is.
However, most agree that it was either the same King, Darius the Great,
that we read about in chapters 5 & 6 or his son King Xerxes.

' DID YOU KNOW2.... - i
E The story of Esther takes place in Persia during this same time? 3

I Most historians believe the “Ahasuerus” that married the Jewish
/ slave Esther was Darius Hystaspes!
4 Keep that in mind!
This will be a very interesting piece of information later on....

Ezra Chapter 7 takes place many years after Ezra 6, when the temple was rebuilt in
Jerusalem. There were still faithful people in Persia (Babylon) that longed to see the
temple and be a part of the ecclesia in Jerusalem. It may have been because of the
influence of Queen Esther that Ezra had the courage to ask the King for permission
to take a large group of captives and make the long journey to Jerusalem.

100.Ezra 7 begins by making sure we know exactly who Ezra was. Who does Ezra trace his
genealogy back to in the first few verses of Ezra 77?

101.Look back at the record of Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Jerusalem in 2 Kings 25 and
find out what had happened to Ezra’s father, Seraiah. (especially vv.1, 9-11, 18-21)
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102.What does it mean that Ezra was a ready scribe? (Hint check other translations.)

103.What does it mean in verse 6 when it says that the hand of Yahweh his God was upon
Ezra?

104.How long did it take Ezra’s & the people to get
from Babylon to Jerusalem? Ezra 7:9

105.Ezra 7:10 gives us the reasons he wanted to go
to Jerusalem. Why did Ezra go to Jerusalem?

Artaxerxes not only allowed Ezra to return to

Jerusalem to help the ecclesia there, but he also
wrote a letter for Ezra to take with him, giving him permission and authority to do many
things. God not only gave Ezra what he asked for, He gave him so much more!

106. From the following verses in Ezra 7, state what authority Ezra was given by the Persian

king, or what he was allowed to do because Artaxerxes gave him the power.
~Vv.13 -

~Vv.14 -

~V.15-18 -

~Vv.19 -

~Vv.20 -

~V.21-23 -

~ V.24 -

~ V.25-26 -

Artaxerxes gave Ezra everything that he asked for, because God . :
was in control. Soon there were about 5000 who were ready to go to ‘ZwT -
Jerusalem with Ezra. It was an amazing thing and the ecclesiasin |}
Jerusalem would be absolutely thrilled when they arrived. W 1 o

107. Ezra 8:15-20 -The group assembled at the river of Ahava and Ezra l;_L-‘
took a few days to walk among the people to see who was going on
this journey with him. He’d taken a count of all of the people, but found no one there from
one of the tribes. Which tribe was missing?
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108. Look at Malachi 2:7 & 2 Chron. 35:3. Considering the main reason Ezra wanted to go to
Jerusalem, why was this a problem?

109. Read vv16-17. Ezra sent some men to return with a message to lddo, the chief of a place
called Casiphia where Levites and Nethinim lived. Why did he send them back?

110.How many came back with the men that went to Iddo? v.18-20

111.In verse 22 Ezra says that he was ‘ashamed’ to ask the king for a band of soldiers to go
with them for protection. Why didn’t he ask for this?

112. When they finally got to Jerusalem, we are told they ‘abode their three days’ (we can only
imagine how tired and exhausted they were after traveling for that long!) What did they do

once they’d recuperated (v35)?

~ 113. Ezra’s main objective for making the long and hard trip to
Jerusalem was to help the people in the ecclesia. What was the first
problem that the princes brought to Ezra in ch.9?

114.When Ezra heard about the problems that they were having he
was astonied. Look in a Concordance to find out: what does astonied

mean?
115. Mark your answer in your Bible next to the word
astonied”. D “Ezra was deeply that though they
shocked at the news  had married outside

of those activities of Israel they might

The rest of chapter 9 records Ezra's within the nation. influence their

He made no attempt  partners to embrace |

prayer about their sins. B cion o
Itis a wonderful example of a humble | ofihe guiliy persons - He knew that God i

best served when His

D rd )/ er [0 Y d h weé h . seek to minimize the laws are scrupulously
offense by reasoning obeyed,”

— -~
Story of the Bible Vol 4, p.357

116. Ez 10:1- After Ezra’s prayer, how did the people
who heard him react? 10:1

117.Who was it that came up with a plan to return the people to Yahweh?
(remember this man!)

118.What was his solution?

“Strange” signifies “foreign” - These were wives who were foreign in eévery way - introducing \
even foreign worship into Israel (E.Zl'a 912, IO:IO) Those wives who embraced the hope of |srael
\bxjollowing Yahweh's commandments would have been as acceptable as Rahab or Ruth.

2

—————
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119.What are strange wives?

120. What did Ezra tell the people to do in 10:117?

121. Did they agree?

122. v.13-15 tells us that although they knew what they had to do, it
wasn’t going to be easy. It was a big problem. What was the plan for correcting their
trespass?

123.Compare v.9 & v.17. How long did this take the people to do?

124. vv.18-44 names all of the priests in the land who had married
non-believing wives. Whose family was the first one named?

What do we know about this man from before (earlier in the book of Ezra)?

Fzra had prepared his heart o seek
the law of Yahweh, and to O it, and to
(eachin lsrael Statutes and judoments.

He was well on his way (0
accomplishing what he'd set out
(0 do when he left Babylon.
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N t’?h @m]aﬁ | "Yahweh Comforts" is a very appropriate name for
SESN===S this man. Through him Yahweh brought comfort to his
people in the hardships and difficulties of captivity.

| read Neherian 1] KEMEMIAH s

125. Compare the timing of the beginning of Nehemiah(1:1) to the timing ABOVE ALL
of when Ezra left Babylon and went to Jerusalem (Ezra 7:7) A MAN 0 F
How long had it been since Ezra left Babylon?

126.In your Bible, next to the title “Nehemiah” write how many years it @RAYER /

had been since Ezra went to Jerusalem [

127. Who is telling the story in this book? (v1)

128.What does his name mean?

129.Mark it in your Bible. L]

130.Where is he?

131.What other important events happened in this place? (hint: Esther 2:5-6, 4:8, Dan. 8:1-2)

Susa is one of the oldest
cities in the world.
Susa was a principal city
of the Persian empire.
The Greek name for
the City was Sousa

& the Hebrew name was

Shushan.
Today it is known as Shush, Iran.

132. When Nehemiah’s brother Hanani came to see him with some other Israelites, what did
Nehemiah want to know about?

133.What three things did Hanani say about the Jews and Jerusalem?
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134. Nehemiah was told that the people of Jerusalem were in great affliction and reproach.
They had come back to Jerusalem expecting to be able to be a witness to Yahweh, but
instead the people in the world around them hated them. They were constantly attacking
them and the Jews were losing hope because of this pressure. The brothers and sisters
were in real trouble and needed help immediately. What would you do to help someone
that was troubled because the world’s influence was causing them to lose hope in God?

135.List at least 5 ways that the world's influence could cause you to lose hope in the kingdom.

136.Hanani was Nehemiah'’s brother. They both had a concern for how God’s people were
doing. What are some advantages of having family members who share the same beliefs?

137. Did you notice what it was that Nehemiah and his brother were interested in, and talked
about? When you talk to your family and friends, what do you talk about? Is it the Bible
readings? How near the Kingdom is? How the people in your ecclesia are doing? Or is it
about sports teams, computer games, or entertainment? What is the easiest for you to talk
about? List some things that you could do to make sure that your conversations are about
the Bible and the welfare of the members of God’s ecclesia.

138.Why do you think Nehemiah didn’t have up-to-date information about Jerusalem? (hint:
Ezra 7:9)

Trhe GReAT HALL oF THe KUNG
T SHUSHAN

as it would have looked
in Nehemiah's time
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139.In the Bible, the people of God are sometimes referred to as Jerusalem. God wants us to
be thinking about the ecclesia when we read about the city of Jerusalem. So when we
read about all of the problems that the city was having, we are really reading about the
problems that the brothers and sisters were having. With this in mind, what do you think
the Bible means when it says that Jerusalem is that place that Yahweh would put His
name? (hint: remember that Yahweh’s name signifies, ‘He who will be revealed to the
world in a group of people’)

140. Walls were very important for cities to have in Bible times. What kinds of problems would
a city with no walls have? (think Joshua and Jericho)

141. Having walls and gates around your city made you
much safer by keeping invaders out. In the Bible walls
B represent defenses against worldly thinking.
Mark in your Bible:

wadls = defenses againer worldly thinking,
(an arrow, = means ‘represents”)

142.Today, the ways of the world enter cannot be stopped with walls made of brick and mortar.
What kind of defenses have your parents set up to keep the world out of your mind?

143. What kind of defenses have you (or should you) set up to protect your mind?

144 What kind of defenses should an ecclesia have to keep the world out?

145.How did Nehemiah feel after he heard the news about Jerusalem? (v4)

146.Why do you think he was so upset?

147 .Would you be as concerned as Nehemiah was if the worlds influence was causing some
of your friends to lose hope in God?




148. If you have ever built a really awesome sandcastle you will know that it takes a lot of work
and a lot of time. It can take hours as you carefully shape the sand and add water to make
your masterpiece. And if you have built a castle like this you know what a disaster it is
when your little brother destroys it by kicking it to pieces.

This teaches us an important lesson. If we work really hard to help build our ecclesia
spending time together, being there when times are tough, sharing scriptural lessons
together, using our time and our money to help the brothers and sisters, then we will be
very concerned for their well being. Our work will be our treasure and we will be
devastated to hear that anyone is losing hope or that the world is taking them away from
God. Explain what Christ was saying when he said, “where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.” (Matt 6:21)

149.What did Nehemiah do after he had mourned and wept because of the news from
Jerusalem? (Neh. 1:4b)(‘b’= last part of verse)

‘{:’: ! Y 150, Why do you think Nehemiah prayed?
“' - - } -

151.Look in a Bible Dictionary. What does it mean to fast?

152.Why do you think Nehemiah fasted and prayed at the same time?

153.Write out the part of James 5:16 that tells us that what Nehemiah did can help a lot.

154.Nehemiah took a whole verse, verse 5, to address God, rather than just begin his prayer
with something such as, “Dear God in heaven.” Why do you think he made it so long?
What does it show about Nehemiah’s attitude toward God? Explain.

155.In verse 6 Nehemiah asked God to hear his prayer. Why did he say this? Doesn’t God
hear everything? Doesn’t God hear all prayers? Read Prov. 15:29; Psa. 66:18; Isa. 59:2;
John 9:31 and explain.

156.Nehemiah quotes many scriptures while praying to God. Look in the center margin of a
reference Bible and find at least two quotes that Nehemiah makes from other parts of the
Bible. Write them out here.




157. A prayer like Nehemiah’s that is heartfelt can help make things clear in our mind.
v We understand the problem more clearly because we have told God about it.
v We are aware and open to God'’s great power to help.

v We see more clearly the job we have to do.
By the end of his prayer, Nehemiah knew what action he had to take. What do you think
Nehemiah was asking God for help with? (see verse 11)

158.What does Nehemiah’s prayer tell us about Nehemiah and his character? List three
things.

cups from
Ancient Persia

160.Look in a Bible Dictionary or other reference and find out more
about this job, its privileges, and its responsibilities. Write a brief
explanation.

159.What was Nehemiah’s job? (1:11)

161.When problems arise or someone needs help, people often say how sorry they are, yet do
nothing to really help. Look at James 2:15-16 and explain how this doesn’t solve problems.

162.Nehemiah did more than just feel sorry. Give an example of how you could do something
to help in a difficult situation when others might just feel sorry.

163. Nehemiah was planning to ask someone in the world for a favor, a favor Nehemiah
wanted because of his belief in God. Have you ever had to ask for that type of favor? (for
example, from a coach when a game was supposed to be played on a Sunday?) Write
down an example in your life where this has, or might, come up.

164.How do you feel about asking for this type of favor?
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165. Look at the Jewish Calendar in the CHARTS & MAPS section of this workbook, page ‘B’.
How much time had passed since chapter 1?

166. Nehemiah allowed his sadness to show when he enters the king’s presence. This was
against the Persian law. What other Bible character had risked unlawfully entering the
king’s presence after praying and fasting for God’s help? (Est. 4:2,16)

167. When the king actually noticed Nehemiah’s sadness, what was Nehemiah’s reaction?

168. When Nehemiah told the king that his sadness was because of the gates of his ancestor’s
city were burned and the city was in ruins, what was the king’s response? (v.4)

169.What did Nehemiah do before answering? (v.4) How long does it seem that it took him to
do this?

» 170.What does this indicate to you about when or where you can pray to
V. God?

171.What did Nehemiah ask the king to allow him to do?

Nehemiah was, a
man of prayer.
Here, we see what is
probably the shortest
prayer in the Bible,
1‘\17”‘]‘11 m’_e’;lesgfmgl%’ n173.1t's very interesting that the Bible very specifically tells us that the

enemian 7 vie 14V Queen was sitting next to him. Who do you think the Queen mlht have

recorded the longest
prayer in the Bible. been? (Esther 2:15-17)

. 174.Compare &h. 2:1 to 13:6. How long did it take for them to rebuild the | |

wall?

172.What did the king say that showed that he approved Nehemiah’s plan?

175.What two things had Nehemiah carefully thought of in advance to ask L
the king for? (v7&8)

176.Notice that Nehemiah had carefully presented his plans to the king, having prayed for help
in advance. What other righteous Bible characters made a good impression on a foreign
king?

177.Do you think they prayed first? Explain why.

178.What reason did Nehemiah give as to why the king gave him all that he wanted? (v.8)

179.Who else in the Bible left a life of money and comfort to do a difficult job for God? Give at
least two examples and include references.
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180.Who had given Nehemiah the idea to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem? (v.12)

181.The king helped Nehemiah by giving him
impressive traveling companions. Who did the
king send with him? (v.9)

182. Look at Neh. 5:14. What important job did the king given to Nehemiah?

183. Who were the enemies of the children of Israel in the land, and how did they feel about
Nehemiah’s arrival? (vv.10,19)

~ 184. Before Nehemiah announced what his plans for the city
"1 were, what did he do? (vv. 12-16)

%pa

Y ' 185. Imagine if Nehemiah came to our ecclesias and homes
"‘ to check our walls and gates. What are you doing to keep the
| world’s influences out? What else could you be doing?

186. Notice how carefully Nehemiah looked into the matter before presenting his plan to the
leaders. Why do you think that Nehemiah did all of this research ahead of time?

187. On the map of Jerusalem on page ‘C’ of the CHARTS & MAPS section of the workbook,
draw the route Nehemiah took during this nocturnal trek.

188.Notice how Nehemiah presented his plan to the people. He doesn’t just tell them, “This is
what you should do.” First, he explained the problem. What was the problem? (v.17)

«It adversely reflected  Tidicule upon 189.Then he explained his plan. What was the plan?(v.17)

upon Yahweh, that the Truth.
such apathy should ~ Only the very best

o . i d .
emtlf "";’,’,-f,’;’,if,d E],;S ﬁzz‘,-‘fehﬁ” 190.Then he gave a reason why they would benefit. What
[41) . - > |

rlr,getllz,ods adoptedby ~ and when that is was the reason? (v.17)

His servants in the rendered, His

things concerning Stre;gth ¢lls

Himself invariably perfected, even . .
bring reproach and in weakness.” 191.Lastly, he showed them that God was blessing this

PN effort. (v.18) What did he tell them that showed this?

Story of the Bible Vol 5, p.19
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N
192.How did the people respond? (v.18) %‘gg%
g w'ig
RSN
193.What did Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem think of this 3 ;*"
2x32
plan? =80=
=228
BN

o O
, g VA N
194.Why do you think they didn’t like the plan? fS g S
o
S

|

195.What did they accuse Nehemiah of doing?

196.How did Nehemiah answer them?

Many people fro;;l
ALL different
occupations HELPED

K i THEMOrK.

r—wy — ) 197. With such an energetic and faithful leader
@‘ as Nehemiah in charge, the people soon became
' caught up in the growing enthusiasm. From
every part of the land people came to the city of Jerusalem to help in the
labor. Nehemiah kept a careful account of all of the workers, and where

they labored. This list is recorded in Nehemiah chapter 3. Find all of he
different occupations of the workers on the wall and list them below.

198.Having so many people working together on the was was the best thing that could have
happened. They all put their time and energy into building the wall. It was where they put
their treasure. What did Christ say about where our treasure is?

Be Ye DOErS of te Word. and Not Hearers only. e

As we consider the people who labored on the wall, the work they dud together
with their future actions, we cannot help but note some powerful lessons.

Lets look at a few of these examples from Nehemiah 3.

199.The first man that Nehemiah recorded as foremost in the work was Eliashib. He rose up
immediately and supported the work that would help bring in the animals for sacrifice to

Yahweh. What gate did he help build?

2017 Christadelphian Kids Camp California Intermediate Workbook 33



200. Eliashib was a great worker. He gave valuable service to God’s work. Unfortunately, he
was the type of person who was active and excited about doing things, but didn’t pay
enough attention to God’s requirements. In chapter 13 Eliashib allied himself with Tobiah,
one of the enemies of the Jews, What did he do for him?

201.Why do you think that was such a big problem?

202. Some people were assigned a portion of the wall, but when
they finished, they didn’t just think they could relax with their
job well-done. Some went and found another part of the wall
they could help with. Who was one of the people that did
this? (Neh.

4:4&21)

UL UL LI

203. What other job had he done back when Ezra had returned
that showed his trustworthiness? (Ezra 8:33)

204. Who is another person that worked on two portions? (v.4&v.30)

205. Whose nobles did not put their necks to the work of their Lord?

206. What is an apothecary? v 8 (concordance)

207. What other group that worked on two portions? (v. 5 & v.27)

208. How many gates of Jerusalem are mentioned in this chapter?

209. Turn to the CHARTS & MAPS section at the front of the workbook. On Page “D” there is a
map of the wall of Jerusalem. Beginning at verse 1, fill in the blank lines with the names of
the people, or the families who worked on each section of the wall. A few have been filled
in for you already.

The People Had A Mind To Work!
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Nehemiah's problems came not only from his enemies, but also from those who were
supposed to be his friends. Why didnt Nehemiah give up and go home? Why didnt he go back
to his comfortable life in the Persian palace?

How would you feel if you worked hard all day doing God's
work, while people laugh and made fun of you, even try to kill you,
and when those around you who are helping you are complaining and
giving up?

God didnt make things easier on Nehemiah even though
Nehemiah was doing God's work. This is a good lesson for us.
Nehemiah had faith, prayed to God, then acted. He got the job done.

We will see how Nehemiah reacted in the next two chapters as he
Read Nehemiah 4:1-6 | deals with problems.

S ——

210.Look up “Sanballat” in other resources (Bible Dictionary, Story of the Bible, Vol. 5, or other
resource books) to find out who Sanballat was.
Where was he from?
What was his position?
Why he was so opposed to Nehemiah and the building of the wall of Jerusalem.

What army did he control? (v.2)

211.How did Sanballat and his friend Tobiah make fun of the work? (vv.2-3)

212.Give an example or two of how you might be laughed at or made fun of by people in the
world by doing God’s commands, such as going to Bible class instead of the movies with
your friends.

213.In vv. 4-5 we see what Nehemiah’s response was to

Sanballat’s mocking. What did he do when the world made
fun of him?

did nct pray without . . . .
214.1f you were working on a big and important project,

and some kids tried to push you around and made fun of
you, what would you be tempted to do?

215.When we feel the need to ‘teach someone a lesson’ or get back at them, what Bible
principles should we remember?




216.Look up Hebrews 10:30-31 and write out the parts that apply. Explain what it means.

217.Did the enemies succeed in stopping the work? Why not? (v.6)

218.What made the enemies of the Jews

ReadNenemian 47208 roin o

219.What did the enemies decide to do next?

What an excellent

220.Nehemiah did two things in response to this. What did he do? way to handle the

backbiting of

one’'s enemies!
In spite of all his

mocking words,

221.Nehemiah is a wonderful example of how
. to solve our problems. Pray to God for help,

SMNMEH 1 'and then do everything that you can yourself.
& . :1 T =5 God doesn't bless laziness. Why? (see Prov. the wall went up
""{ T . 21:25,24:30-34) steadily
e B becoming a
complete and
effective
answer

to their mocking

222.Proverbs 16:9 is a good verse for us to remember. It says that we
can come up with our own ways to do things, but only God will
guide us to the right ways. Write out Prov. 16:9

223.Hebrews 6 tells us what we should do instead of being lazy.Fill in the blanks from vv.11-12

And we desire that every one of you do show the same to
the full assurance of unto the end: That ye be not ,
but of them who thmu@l« and inherit
the ’

224 What does it mean to be slothful? Mark it in Heb. 6:12 []

225.Give some examples of what could happen in your camp group at Kids Camp if you and
your counsellors are lazy.
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The work was tiring! There was so much rubble and debris
they had to get rid of that the people began to get
discouraged. At the same time their enemies were attacking
the workers. Also, the workers were afraid of the threats to themselves and to their families.
No wonder they got discouraged - was a wall worth getting killed for?

226. Nehemiah saw the trouble, and did things to counteract the problem. (vw13-14) He

grouped the people by both in the places behind the
wall, and on the places. He made sure they were all armed with
, , and . And he said to them,

227. To whom does Nehemiah give credit for the enemies’ retreat
and how had he done this? (compare v. 15 & Ps 33:10

"n'N'T RADIF
s BE

ECTTTTT
LORD, WHO IS GREAT AND
WR N —

'y (S R

228. From this time forward, Nehemiah made preparations to

;’.::w::_': YU B %32 defend and protect the workers and their work. Explain what
UR DMIGTERS. Nehemiah did to defend Jerusalem in vv. 16-18. What did
mh Nehemiah’s servants do? What did all of the builders do?
~NEHEMIAH 4:14
229.Because the workers were spread out along the wall, and on both the /,.lk’._ -','
inside and the outside of the wall, it would be easy for their enemies to [ | '” m 'J
attack small groups of people. How did Nehemiah prepare for this || M ','
possibility? (vv.19-20) .-'5;"]' Yl J“
|' ".'g; /AN
| ‘;’:'_'dl" "l'
'. “ |.I || ||
\ .‘ a' ) '._‘rJ' ‘N
230.Even though Nehemiah was doing all of this preparation and work to \:rf_, e ; T‘
protect the people, how do we know that he was still relying on God’s power | \'m' ‘
to protect them? f;.h X (111
(I~ T L
. | £l ,-.' L;:
231.Today, a normal day at work is about 8 hours long. Did they work that long? s |
Considering it was summer time when they were building, | { |
how long do you think they worked each day? _:\ |,;':" LS
D= =)
232.Why did Nehemiah tell the people and their servants to stay inside of the 4 ';/,1.‘\—‘%*. o hon
city at night? (v.22) | ' JI[% =~/
N l' 1 Iy f.).', |
WM&
\ . /?.\ \ &
233.Verse 23 shows the dedication of the workers. Explain. :?&f\\j‘.‘ 0
5
Nefiemiah %20
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Once Nehemiah had made provision for defending themselves from their enemies,
he learned of another problem that was revealed when the people began
working full-time on their section of the wall.

In Ezra 2 we read that there were many who had come back to the land earlier on in our
studies that were very wealthy. They had been rich enough to
e e, contribute about 4,200 pounds of silver and 41,000 drams of gold
'-& e, . -~ " . toward the building of the temple.
ﬂﬁg}i > = ’,c{.... But in Haggai 1 we read that there had been a famine in the land
\ “ ; @+ | during that time and many of the poorer people had had to borrow
from the richer people to survive.
Although God had now caused it to rain, and the famine to cease,
the people still hadnt recovered because they still owed money to their brethren, and were
having to give up even more to pay them back.

The people were desperate! They wanted to continue

working on the wall, but their families were starving, or being T
sold into slavery, or their lands were being taken away as l Read Nehemiah y:1=):
payments on their debts. - ‘

What would Nehemiah do now?

234. Who were the people and their wives crying out against?

235. The Jews were putting so much effort into working on the wall
and defending themselves against their enemies that those of
them that did not have much money in the first place were
running into big problems. Draw a line to match the problem the
poorer families were having next to the verse that talks about it:

verse 2 some people had to take out loans on their land and houses to buy food
verse 3 some had to sell their children as slaves

verse 4 many were running out of food

verse 5 some had to take out loans to pay their taxes

236. Why do you think the poorer families were crying out against their richer brethren?

237. How could the richer families have helped the the poorer families? (Hint 1Tim. 6:17-18)

tribute |tibyoot|

noun

an excessive tax or tariff imposed by a
government, sovereign, lord, or landlord
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[Readwmlawﬂ%' 238. How did Nehemiah feel after he heard about this problem?

239.The rich Jewish nobles and rulers been exacting usury on the poor Jews. (v.7) “Exacting”
means “demanding.” What is usury?

240. God’s concern for the poor is found in almost every
book of the Bible. What are some of the rules God made in

241. What reason did Nehemiah give in v. 8 as to why the nobles should not have sold their
fellow Jews? Look at another translation to help understand what Nehemiah means.

242. God wants us to help each other and to love one another. But the actions of the rich
brethren did not show love at all. In fact how they were treating each other was being seen
by their Gentile enemies. What would people think of us if we claimed to follow Christ and
then failed to help our brother in need?

243. What TWO demands did Nehemiah make of the nobles? (vv. 10-11)

244. In verse 12 Nehemiah had the nobles swear an oath in
front of the priests that they would honor their
commitment. Why do you think Nehemiah did that?

245. A similar thing had happened in Jeremiah’s time that Nehemiah probably read of and had
learned from. Explain what happened in Jer. 34:13-17.

246. What did Nehemiah say would happen to those who didn’t keep this promise? (v.13)
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247. Did the people keep this promise?

248. Let’s think about these rich nobles for a bit. How did the
nobles react when Nehemiah criticized them in front of

everyone? (v.8)

[ o Yol
R

249.What did they say when they heard Nehemiah’s demands?

(v.12)

250.Do you think it would have been easy for them nobles to
give back fields, vineyards, orchards, houses, money, food,
wine, oil, and slaves? Why?

251.Do you think the nobles reacted in the right way when they realized they had been doing

wrong all along? Explain.

criticism, explanation cangyre,

condemnation,disapproval,

fault-finding, evaluatian,
assessment, disapproval, ana|y5|s,
commentary, judgment,

explanation,elucidation.

“Iron sharpenethiron;
soa man sharpeneth tne
countenance of his friend.”

Proverbs 27:17

252. How do you feel like responding when your parents,
teachers, or friends tell you about a mistake they see you
have been making?
How should you respond to this type of criticism?

Read Neh'emialj y:14-19 1253. Nehemiah told the people that
Ifor the entire time he was governor

of the land, he never had “eaten the bread of the governor.”

Governors were appointed by the king, and were paid by the taxes, or tribute collected
from the people. Nehemiah told the people that he hadn’t taken his portion of the taxes that
he was entitled to in his position as governor appointed by King Artaxerxes. What two

reasons did he give for not taking this food allowance? (vv.15&18)

254. Also, what did he and his servants not do while working on the wall? (v.16)

255. How many people was Nehemiah in charge of feeding, and how much did it take to feed

them? (vv.17-18)
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ARG ERRE Sanballat and Tobiah were getting desperate. In Nehemiah 6 we see
FR'GHTEN“)S them taking some drastic measures as they saw the wall was almost
|m"( 1 r {W o 'm{ complete, and everything they had done to try to stop its construction
& M .rl;: | had failed. They tried new approaches. They tried to lure Nehemiah into
. “ UG an ambush (v.2). They attacked Nehemiah's character by spreading false
rumors (v.6). They hired a 'prophet to try to get Nehemiah to damage
his reputation and make him look bad (v12). They sent a letter to scare
him (v19). When opposition builds up against us, we are tempted to
pray to God, "Get me out of this situation.” Instead, Nehemiah prayed,
"Strengthen my hands.” When we pray for strength to do whats right,

God always answers.

Read Ne emla @‘}'A 256.What did Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem notice that caused
=¥ them to be alarmed? (v.1)

257. What did Sanballat and Geshem ask Nehemiah to do, and why do you think they asked
him?

258. What was Nehemiah’s answer? (v.3)

259. Notice that Nehemiah did not reveal that he was suspicious of
them. If he had let them know he thought they were out to get him,
they might have acted on it. How many times did they try to get him
to come meet them alone?

260. The next time, because all their previous efforts had failed -
to get a reaction out of Nehemiah, Sanballat tried something Read Nehemiah 6:5-9
else. He sent an open letter. Think about what this means.

If you were to send a note on a slip of paper to a friend

across a crowded room, to be passed from person to person until it got to your friend, do
you think that what was written on that note would be a secret by the time it got there
unless that note was sealed in an envelope? This was Sanballat’s plan in sending an
‘open letter’, he wanted to force Nehemiah to have to meet with him. What two things did
Sanballat accuse Nehemiah of in this letter? (vv.6&7)

261.Explain how Nehemiah replied to him in v.8.

262.How did this discourage the people? (v.9) What might the king do if he believed this to be
true?

2l



263.Where might Sanballat have gotten this idea? where had these adversaries used this

technique before? Did it work? Explain what had happened and what the result was when

they tried this before. (Ezra 4:12-21)

spread about them yet reacted righteously. Explain what happened.
Give references.

264.Find at least one more person in the Bible who had false rumors

265.How did Nehemiah handle this problem? (v.9)

266.Why do you think that Nehemiah prayed about everything?

» 1
|
267.Find at least one more person in the Bible who went to God i/ 7
in prayer about everything, and so no on could find any fault 2
with him. Explain what happened. Give references. A I //4/
i

268.How would your life be better if you followed this example?

269.What was the message the prophet Shemaiah gave

mmM] Nehemiah?

270.According to God’s law (see Numbers 18:7 & 22), would it have been all right for
Nehemiah, who was not a priest, to go into the temple to hide?

271.Why did this prophet give Nehemiah a false message? (v.12)
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272.Find at least one more time in the Bible where prophets gave false messages. Explain
what happened. Give references.

273.How could this type of thing happen today?

274 What did Nehemiah do after he answered Shemaiah? (v.14)

275. How long did it take to finish the walls
of Jerusalem?

Read Nehemiah 6:15-19

276. When their enemies heard the wall was built, we read, “they
were much cast down in their own eyes:” This means they lost their
self-confidence. What did they realize that caused them to doubt themselves? (v. 16)

277. It is a real shock to us when we find that some of the Jewish nobles were helping Tobiah
in his conflict with Nehemiah. What are we told that the nobles had been sending to
Tobiah?

278. Write out verse 18 in your own words to show why some of the Jewish nobles supported
Tobiah.

279. What did the the Jewish nobles tell Nehemiah about Tobiah?

280.What does v.19 tell us that Tobiah was doing at that same time.

281.Write out Psalm 127:1 -

282. Explain what Psa. 127:1 means, and how it applies to the building
of the wall, and how it applies to you.
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283. Who was Meshullam the son of Berechiah, and what have
we learned about him already in our study? (Look up in
concordance, or refer to questions in chapter 3)

284. What do you think could have led Meshullam to give his daughter in marriage to the son
of Tobiah, the enemy of God’s people? (Try to come up with a list of possible reasons why
he may have wanted this.)

285. What did God’s law say about marriages between Israelites and the inhabitants of the
land? (Deut. 7:3-4)

286. What usually happened when Israelites married unbelievers? Give examples. (One
example: 1 Kings 11:1-3)

Th “ . Wlﬂ'lT el 287. What should we look for in a husband or wife to
and his kind thought prevent problems Solomon faced?
complete separateness from
m world was foo harsh

noun
a person who agrees with or supports a thought or opinion:

sympathizer |simpe THizer

2017 Christadelphian Kids Camp California Intermediate Workbook Hy



The betrayal of Shechaniah, Meshullam and the nobles Judah must
have made Nehemiah realize that even though the work of building the
wall was completed, there were still enemies he had to guard against.
There were two men he could put his confidence in. One was his brother
Hanani, who had originally brought the report about the conditions of
Jerusalem to Nehemiah when he was cupbearer in Shushan, and the other
was a man named Hananiah, who was a ruler of the
fortress, and a faithful man. Nehemiah put these
two men in charge of Jerusalem.

288. After the wall was finished what did Nehemiah set up?

289. What does the word ‘porter’ mean? (Strong’s)

Mark it in your Bible next to the word ‘porter’in v.1 - |:|

290. What was it about Hananiah’s character that Nehemiah felt qualified
him to lead?

Just as the
Book of EZRa

is naturally
divided into two
sections;

1) the
rebuilding of

the temple
under

Zerubbabel,
2) and the
rebuilding of
the ecclesia
under Ezra,

The Book of
NeHemiaH

can also be
divided into two
sections;

1) the

reconstructing
of the wall in

chapters 1-6, and
2) the
reconstructing

of the people in
chapters 7-13.

291. Verse 4 tells us that “the houses were not yet built” Why do you think it was that they

hadn’t built their houses yet?

292. Verse 4 also tells us another problem. What was the situation in the beginning of verse 47

Jerusalem became a vigilant
city surrounded by its walls

and overshadowed by the 293.Because of this, Nehemiah decided to take a
ever watchful eyes of Yahweh census, or an official count of the population of

rulers and the nobles in the land.

list of?

Jerusalem. He counted of all of the people, the

From verse 8 on to the end of the chapter is a
census list. Read verses 5-7 carefully: who is this a

the spiritual Jerusalem

referred to also in the Bible.
2017 Christadelphian Kids Camp California Intermediate Workbook
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strengthened
jortified BtV
strengthen
[ortity D20le

Back in chapter six we saw the problems that the brothers and sisters were having,
especially with Tobiah who was constantly trying to sabotage the work of Nehemiah. The
ultimate solution to this problem was to turn to the word of God for direction and that was
exactly what God caused the people to do.

Nehemiah had been a great leader of the people but they needed someone that could help
them to understand the word of God. The perfect man for the job was Ezra, a man
respected as a great scribe and priest, that he might assist him in the important work that
now needed to be done.

294. Why do you think that Nehemiah and Ezra arranged to read the Scriptures to the people
in Jerusalem?

295. Where did the people gather for the reading of the Scriptures?

296. What day did this reading of the Law begin? (v2)

297. How long did Ezra read on the first day?

298. What was the pulpit that Ezra stood on? (Concordance)

Mark it in your Bible []

299. Why do you think the people stood up when Ezra
opened the book?

300. How often did Ezra do this? (v.18)

301. How did the people react? (vv.3,5,6)

302. What arrangements were made so that the people %
would be sure to understand the message of God?(v.7)#
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303. In verse 9 Nehemiah is called the Tirshatha. What is a tirshatha? (Concordance)
Mark it in your Bible []

304. Verse 14 tells us one of the things they realized as they were reading the law. Read
Deut. 31:10-12, and Lev 23:33-34, and explain what feast they were supposed to be
observing, and why this was an appropriate time to do this.

305. Why do you think the people wept when they heard the words of the law? (v.9)

306. When the people wept, what did Nehemiah, Ezra, and the Levites tell them? (vv.9-11)

307. The people did as they were told, and celebrated. Why did
they celebrate? (v.12)

308. How long had it been since the Israelites celebrated the
Feast of Tabernacles like this? (v.17)

Read'Nehemiah 9

(v.1-3)

309. After learning from the law of God what
God requires, the people felt they needed to repent, and they made a
commitment to God. Explain what they did to rededicate themselves to God.

310. What were the names of them men who led the congregation in their confession to God?

311. Verses 6-31 summarize a particular part of history where God had helped His people, the
children of Israel. It lists what God did to save his people. Briefly explain what God does in
each of the the following verses:

v.6 -God

v.7-God
v.8-God
w.9-10-God
vw.11-12-God
vw.13-14-God
v.15-God
w.16-19-God didn't
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vv.20-21-God
wv.22-25-God
wv.26-27-God
v.28-Many times, God
v.29-The reason God did this was to
v.30-God

v.31- God didn't

312. What did the people acknowledge in v33? and they caused the people to
_gnde‘rgtand the law

\.

313. After the children of Israel were finished confessing their sins
and praising God, what did the children of Israel make? (v. 38)

In chapter 10, the people made a covenant to keep God's law

which was given by Moses. They promised to
observe and do all the commandments of
Yahweh. The first 26 verses of chapter 10 is a list of those who sealed
the covenant. To 'seal a covenant is like signing a contract.

‘Read!Nehemiah 10

314. When the nation of Israel was in the wilderness, God told them that if they obeyed His
voice and kept His covenant they would be a peculiar treasure to him. Where in the Bible
do we read about this?

315. Fill in the blanks to show how the people responded to God’s offer in the days of Moses.
"All that the LORD hath spoken U

316. Did you know that we can make a covenant with God foday? We can do so by promising
to do our bestto obey Yahweh, by becoming His servants, and by following the example of
Christ. Today, when a person decides that this is what they want to do with their life, they
show everyone that they are making a covenant with Yahweh by
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317. Starting in verse 30, there is a list of special points of the law that had been a problem for
the people.
1) Find verses from the Law of Moses where these laws are described.
2) Write the references that you found next to the verses in Nehemiah 10 in your Bible,
then check off that it's marked..

> Marrying people from the land of Canaan ~v30[]
> Keeping the Sabbath ~v31[]
> Not planting your fields every 7th year ~v31 0]
> Forgiving debts every 7th year ~v31[]
> 1/3 shekel tax for the house of God ~v32[]
> Supplying wood for altar by lot ~v34[]
> Firstfruits of ground and tree for the house of God ~v35[]
> Firstborn of sons and cattle for the house of God ~v36[]
> Tithes for Levites ~v37-38 ]

i Read Nehemiah n
— 318. The city of Jerusalem had been

under attack by their enemies for so long
that a problem had arisen. Look back at chapter 7:4. What
was the problem in Jerusalem?

319. Because of this, they decided that for every ten people from the nation one would move to
Jerusalem. Explain how they decided who would move to Jerusalem, and who would
remain in other cities? (v.1)

320. Which of the tribes of Israel are mentioned in chapter 117?

321. Who is verses 1-7 a list of?

q‘ 322. In verse 27 we read about the
alow was not  dedication of the wall. Use a concordance to find other
g/ﬂ\ Mrsegforgi{ and provided.  structures that were dedicated in the Bible.

Nith a wall of defense,
— butt it was also populated.

—

323. Mark the answers to the question above in your Bible, citing references. [l
324. What did they do to celebrate the dedication of the wall? (vv.27-29)

325. What does 2 Chron. 35:3 tell us was the key job of the Levites?
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326. What does the word ‘purified’ mean in verse 307

327. Who and what was purified?

328. The walls were built to keep the world out of Jerusalem,
protecting the people from worldly thinking. With this in mind,
why do you think the people needed to be purified as well?

329. Nehemiah split the princes of Israel into two groups. Where did the first group stand?(vv.
31-37)
What did they bring with them? (vv.35-36)
Who led this group of people?

330. Where did the second group stand? (v.38)
Who led this group of people?(v.38)

331. Have you ever heard a large group of Chrlstadelphlans singing praises to God’P Just
imagine the sound of the mEE— . 3 ead
singing that occurred on
this occasion. How did
these singers sing, and
who led the singing in
this choir?(v.42)

332. What else did they do that day?(v.43)

333. How does the Bible describe how great the noise of their rejoicing was?
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334. In the last verse of this chapter we learn that the children of Israel again began to pay

their tithes. Fill in the blanks of the charts below to see why it was such a big problem that

the people were not paying their tithes.

If the People OBeyeD

the Law,
GOD’S WAYS WORKED!

God made it a part of His law
that everyone in Israel gave
tithes (1/10) of their money or
crops to the Levites.

SO THAT
The Levites did not have to
spend their time planting
crops or working at other

If the People Dipn’T OBeY

the Law,
GOD’S WAYS WERE LOST

The people did not obey
God’s law and did not bother
to give tithes (1/10) of their
money Or Crops.

SO THAT
The Levites had to spend
their time planting crops

\ their lands Cl
jobs. for the use S
THEREFORE R THEREFORE

The Levites could do the
work of the temple, teaching

Levites;
and the

Levites

The Levites could not do the
work of the temple,

Separafed a the ways of
the people the ways of God. et God. y
those
AND THEN “fh%s for AND THEN
The nation would prosper pr{egts The nation would not _
because they were following -— __ because they did
God’s laws. not know and

could not keep them.

When we first read chapter 13 we are very surprised to
find that the people are already breaking the covenant that
they had made with God in chapter 10. We wonder how
Nehemiah could have allowed this to happen. But as we look
closer at the chapter we find that these things happened while Nehemiah was not
around. He had left Jerusalem to go back to king Artaxerxes. While he was gone the
people had gone astray and once again we find Tobiah mixed up in the problems.

335. While reading the law, the people realized God’s Law had told them
that “the Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the
congregation of God for ever.” (Deut 23:3) This meant that those who
hadn’t dedicated their lives to Yahweh should not be allowed to mix with

God’s people. What did the children of Israel do in v.3 now that they
realized this?




336. In verse 6 we see that some time had passed. Nehemiah had stayed in Jerusalem
helping to strengthen the ecclesia there for quite a while. Compare Nehemiah 1:1 with 13:6
How long had be been in Jerusalem? (also 5:14)

337. After his time in Jerusalem he was required to go back to Persia as he had
told King Artaxerxes he would when he first asked permission to go to

Jerusalem. However, “after certain days” back in Persia, what did he ask of King
Artaxerxes again? (vv.5-6)

“NEHemiah
1IN

" BABylon”

Then he
was able to

MALACHI Jreturn to

erusalem

ARIAH again
=

IPLE FINISHED F A !
] NEH )
BAB

339.What major problems had this caused? (v.10)

338. What had Eliashib done after Nehemiah left Jerusalem? Explain why this
was so evil?(vv.4-5&7, compare with 12:44)

340.Why was it a problem that the Levites had gone out to work in the fields?

341.Explain what Nehemiah did to fix this problem.(vv.11-14) A T
To :ah’s goods out of&e

4% - &
B A

342. Nehemiah also saw the children of Israel
breaking another commandment of God, found
in Ex. 20:10. What was the problem, and what
steps did Nehemiah take to fix this problem?
(vv.15-22)

343.What commandment of God did Nehemiah also find the children of
Israel had broken? (v.23)

Nehemiah warned § 344 What was one of the results of the people marrying strange wives?
those who were (v.24)

camped outside
the wall, “Why do

you camp outside ]
the wall? If you do [ 345. The fact that the children could not speak the language of the Jews

this again, I'll was an indication of a very big problem. They were able to speak the
arrest you!” language of their mother and not the language of their father because the
And they never children were being raised and taught by their mother. If their mother was

came back on the § teaching the children only her language, then whose religion would she be
Sabbath again. teaching them?
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346.Explain why it is very important for believers to marry only believers.

347. As we complete our study of chapter 13 we realize that all of the same problems that
have been facing the people from the beginning keep coming up over and over again. This
is a very important lesson for us, because we face all of the same problems as they did,
and we are going to face them over and over again throughout our lives. Below is a list of
the challenges the people of Jerusalem faced in the times of Ezra and Nehemiah. Draw a
line to match them to the problems we face today.

In Nehemiah’s Day... In Your Day...
Marrying strangers Setting aside time to do the work of God
Keeping the Sabbath Contributing money to the ecclesia

Forgiving debts every 7th year Marriage outside the truth
Giving tithes to the Levites Giving God our time & money before spending it on ourselves

Giving the first fruits Showing compassion on others

348. If we can do those things as Nehemiah did, God will remember us as He did Nehemiah
Fill in the blanks from the end of verse 31.

"Remember

/)

349. Even though the book Nehemiah is not the last book of the Old Testament, it is the last
book written and it records the last events of the Old TestamentT Look at the timeline
chart to see what year it was that the events recorded by Nehemiah ended. How many
years would it be before Jesus would be born?

350. The books of Ezra & Nehemiah are full of great lessons for us to learn. Write your
favorite lesson from your study below and explain how it will help you to be a better servant
of God.

-
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351. Turn back to the first page in this workbook. Look through all of the questions and
carefully make sure you have completed every question, and that every question is
completed to the BEST of your ability. Once you have done that, sign your name
below.

X

352. Give this completed workbook to a parent. Have them look at your workbook to
certify its completion, then have a parent sign below that they are satisfied with
your work.

X

353. If you haven't already, now is the time to decide on a project to complete (see
intro page ‘iv’). Projects must be completed before camp, and brought to camp.
It will be shared with your group and your class. Do your best work!

354. Have a parent sign the front cover, confirming that they have reviewed the entire

workbook AND your project.

Nontioraeiiohrinuwithvoutokcami
~
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